No place like home
for some high-flyers

By BELINDA HEGGEN

TOP Adelaide expatriates
are giving up well-paid careers
in the United States and
United Kingdom for the secur-
ity of their home town.

Some recruitment firms have
reported a “significant” increase
in the number of professionals
who, in the past six months,
have either returned home or
expressed a desire to return.

They say the tragic events of
the September 11 terrorism at-
tacks in the US are among the
main reasons for the move.

City-based human resources
firm Entree Recruitment says 11
per cent (212) of its applicants
in the past six months have been
expatriates who have returned
from working in New York,
Chicago and London.

That is at least double the
firm’s usual number of expatri-
ate applications.

“In the uncertain global en-
vironment, they are choosing to
make a lifestyle decision and in
the process bringing a new set
of skills to Australian em-
ployers,” Entree’s general man-
ager, Nicole Underwood, said.

“Most said they had intended
coming home eventually, but I
think the events of September
11 certainly made them bite the
bullet.”

Most of the expatriates were
finance and accounting pro-
fessionals, executive assistants
and secretaries previously em-
ployed by such companies as

Turner Entertainment, the
BBC, MTV Networks, Lloyds
Bank, Southern Star and
Natwest. Speakman and Associ-
ates and Hender Consulting are
other firms that have recognised
the trend, particularly a ‘“sub-
stantialincrease” in Internet job
applications.

Other agencies contacted said
they had not noticed the trend.

American Chamber of Com-

merce chief executive Greg
Keeley said it was not unusual
for some professionals not to
seek an extension of their over-
seas employment term.
However, he certainly had not
noticed a mass influx. “Gener-
ally, someone will go and work
for a big firm for a set period and
rather than extend that period
they’re opting, in many in-
stances, to come back,” he said.

GOOD TO BE BACK: James Alexander
with his wife, Kylie, and children Luke,
Tessa and Benjamin.
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Leaving
big money
for better

lifestyle

LEAVING behind a
$150,000-a-year job with a
top accounting firm in
Chicago was predomin-
antly a lifestyle choice for
James Alexander.

The 34-year-old ac-
countant was content to
quit the fast pace of hand-
ling multimillion-dollar
projects to return home
to Adelaide with his wife
Kylie, 33, and children
Luke, 6, Tessa 4, and
Benjamin, 11 months.

While the family had
always intended to return
to Australia one day, the
events of September 11
prompted their early
move. The family arrived
back in Adelaide late last
year and Mr Alexander
found a job as financial
accounting supervisor
with JP Morgan within
three weeks.

“The decision to stay in
Adelaide (and not inter-
state) was based on a
combination of career and
cost of living,” he said.

“The JP Morgan offer
also allowed me to move
into commerce rather
than stay in public prac-
tice.” Mr Alexander had
worked for public ac-
counting firm Crowe
Chizek in Chicago for two
years.

During that time he
oversaw a $US5 million
United Nations contract
to assess compensation
claims arising from Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait.

Interested in Teaching
English overseas?

Our TESOL graduates teach in Asia, Europe,
North America and Australia.

Intensive: 3 June 2002 — 2 July 2002

Evening: 21 July 2002 — 23 October 2002

Day (Austudy approved): 30 July 2002 — 13 October 2002
On-line: 15 July 2002 — 1 November 2002
Intensive: 16 December 2002 — 16 January 2003

www.tesolplus.com

tesol@adel.tafe.sa.edu.au

Tel: (08) 8226 6555
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exotic textilcs

Pashminas,
Saris, Silk Scarves,
Gifts and more...

View our endless selection of colours and designs...
At prices that will delight!

Showroom | East Tee, Mile End
Ph: 83544567
Mon-Sat. 10am-4pm

www.easternsilk.com.au
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Factory Direct
ofas, Lounge Suites,
ecliners & Sofa Beds

the 29th April, 2002.

6 — 10pm

Opportunities in

CISCO Networking Systems

Cisco SysTems

=
NETWORKING
ACADEMY

CISCO Regional Academy

I Advance your career in Networking! At Adelaide Institute of TAFE,
we offer the CISCO Certified Networking Associate (CCNA)
course. Created by CISCO, one of the largest networking device
companies in the world, this course is not only hands-on, ‘real-
world’ training but it is educational. Many employers see the
CCNA as a very desirable qualification!

Classes in CISCO Semesters 1 to 4, begin on week of Monday

The Semester One course begins Tuesday, 30th April, 2002 from

Each semester consists of one 4-hour class per week, over 10
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First State Auctions, Australia’s leading

have been appointed to clear the entire stock of a ‘i L
manufacturer, piece by piece to the highest bidder. '

into 18ct gold rings, earrings, pendants, tennis bracelets and cros
Also pieces featuring emeralds, rubies, sapphires, aquamarines pearis

a large selection of diamond engagement rings.

First State Auctions guarantee jewellery fits catalogue descriptions

many pieces include Independent Gemmologica
W,
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SUNDAY APRIL 21ST

UNDER THE | North Terrace, Adelaide
HAMMER

Viewing from 10.30am. Auction starts at 12 mid@

7oco | HYATT REGENCY ADELAIDE

Gemmologist on site. For further information Ph. (02) 9283 7039

jeweller
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weeks and runs subject to student numbers. A I -
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| . . Please telephone (08) 8207 8824 to book and register your
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2 DAYS ONLY

This Sat & Sun Only 10am-5pm

GROWERS MARKET (PARKING AT REAR)
The Parade Norwood (adj. Norwood Town Hall) 8331 4024
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